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Mission Statement, 
Vision & Core Values

CITIZEN'S ACADEMY

• Mission Statement: The Courts in Yavapai County provide access to 
justice, uphold the law, and resolve legal matters in a fair and timely 
manner. 

• Vision: Our vision is to ensure the public’s trust and confidence 
through an impartial, efficient, and responsive court system. 

• Core Values: • Equitable – we are fair, unbiased, and impartial. 

          • Respectful – we are courteous, helpful, and 
         professional. 

          • Innovative – we are creative and explore new 
          ways of providing services. 

          • Customer-Focused – we provide excellent 
          service to all who use the courts
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WHAT DO  
WE DO?  

Criminal Charges

Criminal Traffic Charges

Civil Traffic Charges

Local Ordinance Violations

Protective Orders

Jury Trials

Bench Trials

Civil Traffic Hearings

Ex Parte & Contested Protective Order Hearings
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Misdemeanor Classification

Class 1 

• Maximum fine 
$2500 plus fees and 
surcharges;

• 6 months in jail

• 3 years probation

• 5 years probation if 
DUI

PETTY OFFENSE

• Maximum fine $300

• No jail; no 
probation

Class 2
• Maximum fine $750 plus fees 

and surcharges;

• 4 months in jail;

• 2 years probation

Class 3

• Maximum fine $500 
plus fees and 
surcharges;

• 30 days in jail;

• 1 year probation

  



Examples of Misdemeanors

Criminal
• Disorderly conduct 

• Assault

• Criminal trespass

• Threatening & 
intimidating

• Domestic violence 

• Open container

• Consuming liquor 
in public

• Possession of 
paraphernalia

Criminal Traffic
• Driving under the 

influence - DUI

• Driving on a suspended 
license

• Criminal speeding 
(exceed limit by 21 
mph) 

Civil Traffic

• Speeding 

• Stop sign

• No proof of insurance

• Expired registration

• Talking on cell phone



Courts in Arizona
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Municipal Court

Misdemeanor criminal 
cases; criminal traffic 
and civil traffic cases; 
protective orders; 

local ordinance 
violations; 

Nine (9) Municipal 
Courts in Yavapai 
County

Justice Court

Same cases as Municipal 
Courts plus civil cases 
under $10,000; small 
claims cases ($3500 or 
less); and Evictions:  
Special detainer and 
forcible detainer actions.

Five (5) JP Courts in 
Yavapai County

Superior Court

174 Judges; at least one 
court per county.           
Civil cases over $10,000.  
Criminal felony cases.   
Family law, i.e., divorce, 
child support, visitation.

Probate; 
Guardianship/Conservat
orship; 

Juvenile matters; Special 
action petitions

Court of Appeals

Two Divisions:  Phoenix 
and Tucson.

28 Judges 

Appeals from Superior 
Court; workman’s 
compensation; 
unemployment benefits; 
special actions petitions

Supreme Court

Highest state court.  
Seven (7) Justices.

Appeals from lower 
courts.

Cases of first impression.

Death sentences – 
automatic appeal



The way to get 

started is to quit 

talking and begin 

doing.

Walt Disney
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THANK YOU
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